WORKING PRINCIPLES 


Wherein lies the reason for the fact that the primary 
principle of aesthetic organization that is utilized 
to unify the thematic material of a great many of the 
works of art that were created on the island of Crete 
during the ancient period is juxtaposition whereas the 
primary principle of aesthetic organization that is 
utilized to unify the thematic material of a great 
many of the works of art that were created during that 
same period in Egypt and Mesopotamia is concentration/ 
subordination--the result being that Creatan art ap- 
pears to be stylistically freer/more naturalistic than 
the works of art that were created in the other two 
areas in question at the same time? Is it because of 

a fundamental socio-economical difference between Crete 
and Egypt and Mesopotamia? Probably not. Socio-eco- 
nomical conditions on Crete were not unlike those on the 
mainland (feudal lords were omnipotent/the culture was 
dominated by the aristocracy). Is it because of the 
fact that religion was less important in the public 
life of the Cretan than it was in the public life of 
the Egyptian or the Mesopotamian? Certainly the dif- 
ferent role that religion played in the life of the 
Cretan than in the life of the inhabitants of the 
other two areas in question could be an important con- 
tributing factor to the greater freedom of Cretan art 
(cultures in which religion plays a highly important 
role in the lives of the populace do tend to be more 
conservative than those in which it does not). Is it 
because of the degree of urban development on the is- 
land of Crete (a rather well-known sociological/aes- 
thetic correlation holds that geometrically stylized 
styles in the arts are usually associated with tra- 
ditionalistic/agricultural economies whereas non- 
geometrically-stylized/naturalistic styles in the arts 
are usually associated with dynamic/urban economies)? 
The differences in degree of urban development be- 
tween Crete and Egypt and Mesopotamia in a great many 
instances are so slight that it would be unwise to 
attribute the greater freedom of Cretan art to a 
difference in degree of urban development on the is- 
land of Crete. The importance or unimportance of 

any or all of those factors in accounting for the 
greater freedom of Cretan art than of Egyptian or 
Mesopotamian art during the ancient period notwithstanding 

the primary reason why Cretan art of the ancient period is or- 
ganized as it is is because Crete is an island and is- 
land peoples more often than not prefer unity from 
juxtaposition to unity from concentration/subordination. 





